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LETTER from an OFFICER. 


| | | Aeth,. May 4. 
Dear Friend, | N e 
6 & HE hurry and confuſion we are now in, 1 hope will plead 


my excuſe for trivial miſtakes in this epiſtle. I have hardly 

time to give you an account that we have had an Action with 

the French the moſt bloody and obſtinate ; and which may be faid to 

equal moſt of Marlborough's, the loſs on both ſides being very conſi- 

derable. - The particulars in general at this time is not poſſible to come 

at, but ſhall give 41 in brief all that I know, or have heard well 
" atteſted, * " 


Api zoth, O. S. 


, WI A gn our area] about two in the morning 
to attack the French whom we found read Ba on rs. 


19 of Aeth and the river Scheld; about our the enemy ws 
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battle, which we. did, and in ſuch 
proper to attack ns, tho we remained there near two hours. And [I 


remain d undaunted, notwith 
the enemy and their numbers. We retreated to our camp in good 
order and afterwards to Aeth. | 3 | 


_ = James Campbel's leg is ſhot pff, and poor gent 
8 gentleman 


to play their cannon from a village call'd Antoin upon our ſoot, - 


who were drawn up in two lines before the enemies camp, but could 


not begin the attack, by reaſon the horſe did not come up till within 
three or fout hours afterwards to fupport them, occaſioned by the diffi- 
culty of the way. During this- time our brave fellows wete quite 
impatient to engage the Poltroons who were continually galling them 


from three different batteries, and particularly chat at Antoin, which 
was compoſed of ny five peices of cannon, planted. on an emi- 
a 


nence about a mile a half off. This village the French had 
burnt -by. way of 


to have done us moſt miſchief, This battery was ſuſtained by abour 
ſix thouſand of the prime troops of France, ſuch as the Gens D'arms 
and Muſqueteres, &c. under the command of the Dauphin who lay 


_ concealed in a wood near the village. ; R 


About ſeven the Horſe conſpg up we began to charge, the 
Battalions of Cuards and the Highlanders Beginning the engagetnent 
on the right wing, which wy did with ſo much bravery, that they 
forced the enemy from their firſt entrenchment which they had flung 
up only knee deep, and drove them into another, which they had flung 
up as high as their noſes. Her we ſuffer d greatly, they having 


mounted cannon, pointed breaſt bigh with their muſlels juſt above 
llai loaded with es, old iron, grape-ſhot, Cc. 


the earth, _— 
which they 2 ſo ſucceſsfully, that great numbers were cut off: 
Notwithſtanding this, we rallied and drove them out of their entrench- 


ments with flaughter. The foot being well ſupported by the 
horſe, who well ; particularly the Horſe-guards, and mg my 

INNS 65 BY reno, march'd from the wood n toin, - 
to ſu 


with his five thouſand troops, upon whiglþwe. 
order d to retreat from the retrenchments, and draw up in 2 
good order that they did not think 


am well informed, though the Duke (who is very well had one horſe 
ſhot through the neck, and another in the belly) did it with great 
reluctancy, becauſe he was told that the French King ſhou d ſay to 
the Dauphin when he marched, To remember Detfingen. His High- 
neſs has acquired great glory in this action by his bravery, and in- 
deed all our officers, who i 2 exceeded our private men who 

ding the advantageous fituation of 


101 * Bs 
coach, he cry'd out. O God that I fhou'd looſe 


was putting 
ſeeing the: glary of this day. | 


Lord Peterſham is wounded in his leg, behaved . very gallantly, 
hird time attacking with 
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tion, and afterwards made uſe of the ruins. 
of the houſes to fix their cannons on; and which may be truly ſaid 
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jor, and two captains. 
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Lord Robert Manners had but another and himſelf left iti his 


Company, 


Lord Charles Hay, who came 
| fix hours before the battle, has bo 


The Foot-guards have ſuffer'd extremely, there not * above 


ſt wich lord George Sackville but 
his legs ſhot off, and can't live. 


ſeventeen * officers left. And, 
The Highlanders are almoſt all cut off 
Durrore's has ſuffer d, having loſt his firſt licutetiant-colonel, Ma- 


. 


The Auſtrians, Hanoverians, and Dutch foot, behaved W 


well, and have ſuffer'd much, 
D—h horſe I am told behav d but indi 


ly the Hanoverians, 
ntly. The owing ng 


is the beſt account I can get of the principal officers that were kill 


and wounded. 


Kill d. 


General Ponſonby 
General Waldrick 


Colonel Whitmore | 


Colonel Gee 


Colonel Kellet 
Colonel Carpenter 


Colonel Frazer 
Colonel Douglas 
Colonel Roſs . 


* 889 £ 4 
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| Captain Lort 
Captain Haſes 


P. 6. I am told that the trumpet 


7 any Al that might 
have had an unſucceſsful Action a 


me pain to telate, 


. Wounded, 

Sir James Campbel, his 
Charles Hay, both 

Lord Peter ſham, in his 

Lord prox gt in his G 

Lord Cathcart, in his Arm, 


ſhot off. 
Legs. 


Lord Albemarle, in his Breaſt, 


Lord George Sactville, 


who came to the Duke 4 Dnncy its 


to bury our dead, declared on his Highneſi's asking him what num- 


. | 
J n 


„ 


i Charles, 


the preſent harry 


thing I beg deſle f 
ſce this letter till 


23 


pe could W 
keep my promiſe with you, in writing you an account 
ppen during this campaign: But 


However I w! 
'e are in W 


give you all the particulars whi 
oceed, Mn 3 os how 
v is, won't | 
has heard the lol | 
band, for 1 thould be very forry de the Grit to give Ther any un- 


bert 22 thought might be killed, that *. lieved ten or twelve thou- 
2 * each fide. 


N An. May iſt, O. S. 


ſt che French, which it 
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On the 28th of April we remov'd from out of our camp at Moul- 
"hay and marched towards Tournay, (which you have undoubtedly heard 
is beſieg d by the French) and encamped within fight of the enemy. 
About 1 — o'clock his Royal Highneſs rode to the head of the left 
wing (which was compos'd Y Dutch) to view the diſpoſition of the 
army, F had the honour to be near his Perſon, and we had a full 
view of the French, but nothing material was done that day. The 
29th his Royal Highneſs was with the army from two à clock in 
. the Morning till eight at night, and the armies ſpent that day in 
 obſetving the motions of ck other. During this time the enemy 
(who it muſt be, confeſs'd underſtand and practiſe the art of war ex- 
treamly well) rais'd fuch batteries of cannon as when the action came on 
moſt terrih annoy'd us. Yeſterday morning at two o'clock his Royal 
Highneſs left the head quarters at Bruffoel, and betwixt three and four 
the cannonading begun on each ſide. At che beginning of the engage 
ment, the right wing, which was compos'd of Engliſh, and com &d 
by the duke in Perſon, drove the enemy back about two miles, and 
behav'd with great bravery, the battallions. of Guards and the High- 
landers purfuing them fc in hand into their entrenchments, where 

great numbers were ſlaughter d on both ſides. The French at. firſt 

advanc d with their army two miles beyond their batteries, and bad 
ſome light pieces of cannon bet wirt their lines, which pieces our guns 
had diſmounted, © On the left the French had burnt a village the day 

| before he battle, and under the remains of that "lag they had a 

7 prodigious ſtrouig battery which ded the plain on 8 

On the right they had another batzery ſupported by | pary of 

and betwixt theſe two batteries our army was oblig'd to By 

the; French retreated they contriv'd to place a large num F of 
behind the walls of the village they had burnt, with —* to 
cloſe till our army ſhould come within their direction, which they 

did, and then immediately beginning to play their batteries, they 


e er of he. Engliſh and Dutch v -who- 
'were not aware of this ſtratagem. 3 


--» Notwithſtanding | all this our men kept their BER till night. when 
our army retreated in good order under the cannon of Aeth. We have 
taken a French officer, and a number of private men priſoners, The 
duke de Gramont is ſaid to be kill'd, and great numbers of their 
And tho. it. muſt be confels'd we have ſuffer'd greatly, yet 
we are ſatisfy'd our enemies have no great cauſe af trium 
to the numbers ſlain on either ſide, it is impoſſible to ſay at preſent, 
but the Action was bloody and obſtinate on both ſides. General 
Ponſonby, Col. Whitmore, Carpenter, Gee, and ſome others are kill'd ; 
Col. Beake, Lord Albermarle, Lord Ancram and wany others are 
' wounded.” General Campbel has loſt a leg. The next” ity 
ſhall. bring you a more particular account. I am very well but very 
much fatigued. I hope better ſucceſs wilt attend our next —_ 
dur it is a great fatisfaQtion that all our may behav'd with brav 
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